MY TIME WITH GOD

AUTHORITY—SESSION 2:
HOW DO | SHOW RESPECT TO
AUTHORITY FIGURES?
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Don’t fight the authority.

Day 1: Read 1 Samuel 26:1-11.
» Why did David refuse to hurt Saul?
- Did David have a right to hurt Saul?

It has been said that revenge is sweet. This may seem even
more true when revenge can come against an authority figure.
David refused to take the opportunity to strike back at an
authority figure who had wronged him. Showing this kind of
respect is difficult and challenging, but ultimately rewarding
and faithful. Do you wish to seek revenge against authority?
Ask God for guidance, patience, forgiveness, and clarity.

Day 2: Read Proverbs 17:10-14.
« How can a rebuke cut more deeply than physical pain?
» Why does criticism usually make us defensive and angry?

When parents, teachers, or other authority figures criticize or
correct us, our response is usually to ignore the source or rebel
against them. Humans are independent, and don’t like being
told what to do. Taking time to discuss issues, thoughtfully and
prayerfully consider words, and even change our actions are
part of maturity and spiritual growth. It’s a difficult path to
follow, but God challenges us to get out of our comfort zone, and
address our attitudes. Lift up any problems with authority to
God, and listen for His direction.

Encourage the authority to do what is right.

Day 3: Read 1 Samuel 26:12-20.

» What do David’s questions to Saul reveal about David’s
character?

» Do you think David loves Saul?

Have you ever been in situations where you said to yourself:
Don’t get involved. Keep quiet. Someone else will take care of it.
When authorities have power over us, we might be tempted
to stay clear of them. But those in power need to hear when
they do something wrong, or they will become blind to what
is right. Ask God for courage to speak out respectfully against
authority when necessary.

Day 4: Read Genesis 41:15-37.

« Why did Pharaoh believe Joseph’s interpretations, but not his
magicians?

« Do you think Joseph expected to be put in charge of Pharaoh’s
country?

Can one small voice make a difference? If a country has policies
that allow child labor or killing unborn children, do you give up
trying to change the world? Yes, the issues are complicated, and
yes, it isn’t easy. But when we fail to try, we fail. Joseph changed
the direction of a country. Although we may not get to speak to
presidents and leaders, we can try to change the authorities of
this world. Ask God to give you the burden to get involved with
the issues close to His heart.

Avoid confrontation when possible.

Day 5: Read 1 Samuel 26:21-25.

« What do you think would have happened if David had killed
Saul?

» Why did David consider Saul’s life to be so valuable?

In sports, you are encouraged to pounce on an opponent’s
mistake, and take advantage of it. God has a different

view of how we deal with authority. Just as David avoided
taking advantage of Saul, God too wants us to lead a non-
confrontational lifestyle. Of course, there will be times when
we must stand up for our values and morals, but these are the
exceptions, not the rule. Ask God to provide alternatives to
confrontation.

Day 6: Read Daniel 1:3-16.

» Why did Daniel ask for permission not to eat the food when he
could have refused the food instead?

« Is it possible to seek compromise as Daniel did when dealing
with authority?

When two students fight, some schools have conflict resolution
programs to help. Fighting authority might seem easier and
quicker, but fighting often leads to unresolved issues, which
carries on to other problems. Talking, praying, and working
through problems are more time consuming, but provide
greater stability in the long run. Ask God to help you not take
the easy way out when dealing with conflicts.

Day 7: Read Hebrews 12:14-15.
» How can pursuing peace and holiness lead to seeing the Lord?
« How can bitterness lead to “defiling many”?

When police officers are “in pursuit” of criminals, it means
they are chasing after them, and they will not stop. Pursuing
anything can be challenging. When an officer catches a
criminal, there is satisfaction in a job well done. Are you up to
the challenge of pursuing peace today? Ask God to give you a
desire to pursue peace and holiness.
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