MY TIME WITH GOD

AUTHORITY—SESSION 3:
WHAT MAKES ME A GOOD EMPLOYEE?
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Show faithfulness and dependability.

Day 1: Read Titus 2:9-14.

« Do we need to be “submissive” to our employers?

« Does denying “worldly lusts” mean you can’t ask your
employer for more money?

It’s tough to be a teenager and an employee. Usually you get
low wages, lousy shifts, no respect, and dirty jobs. In those
circumstances, it’s hard to be faithful or dependable to the
employer. Regardless of the job we have, God doesn’t want us to
act irresponsibly while employed. Working hard gives glory to
God. Praise God for opportunities to be employed.

Day 2: Read Proverbs 20:6-11.
» Why is it difficult to find someone who is trustworthy?
« Are you known by your actions (v. 11)?

Have you ever worked on a group project at school only to
discover one of your group members isn’t doing enough work?
God hates “differing weights and varying measures.” Although
you may not be cheating customers by overcharging them, are
you cheating your employer by not giving your best effort?

As part of a work team, you need to do your part and not

be a cheater. Ask God to speak to the heart of the teenage
employees you know.

Take responsibility.

Day 3: Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10.

» Why should we keep away from those who walk
irresponsibly?

- If someone does not work, does it mean they should starve?

If you had one book in your backpack, it might be easy to carry.
But as you add one book after another, at some point you would
not be able to carry it. Imagine if you wanted to help feed one
person. That might be possible, but as more people ask you for
food, you could not support all of them. That is why God desires
us to work so we won'’t become burdens. Ask God to let you
know if you are becoming an unreasonable burden to others.

Day 4: Read Galatians 6:2-5.

« If we are supposed to carry each other’s burdens, why do we
need to work?

« How can someone “examine his own work”?

The Bible speaks a lot about unity and interdependence. We
do need to help and care for each other. We need to provide

charity and goodwill to those in need. However, the only way
this is possible is if each person contributes and carries his or
her own load. If no one works, then no one can give. We cannot
support each other, if no one can stand. Ask God to guide you in
assuming responsibility in your life where you need to.

Don’t create more work for others.

Day 5: Read 2 Thessalonians 3:11-13.
» What does it mean to walk irresponsibly?
« How can someone grow weary of doing good?

Has your church youth group ever incurred the wrath of your
church custodian? Being lazy can add extra work to someone
else’s load. Although Paul was talking about those who do not
work but eat off other people’s efforts, the same principle can
hold true for us. Something as simple as wiping our feet may be
a show of responsibility. Praise God for those who work hard,
and ask God to teach us when we add unnecessary burdens.

Work to please and honor Christ.

Day 6: Read Colossians 3:22-24.
» How can fearing the Lord help us work wholeheartedly?
- Is it difficult to do things for the Lord while no one watches?

It seems to be human nature not to work as hard when no one
is watching. But God watches all we do, and instead of focusing
on pleasing a boss, we need to work hard to please God. In

the end, God will give proper rewards to all. Ask God to use
your conscience to remind you to work hard when no one is
watching.

Day 7: Read Ephesians 6:5-8.

- Is it necessary to obey employers with fear and trembling?
« Should you “render service with a good attitude” only if your
employer treats you well?

Most workers, if they were suddenly given a billion dollars,
would quit their jobs immediately. We may not love our jobs
that much, but God wants us to be faithful, true, and sincere in
our work. God does not want money to be the sole motivation
for us to work. He wants our desire to honor Him to be the
greatest motivation of all. Ask God to help you experience Him
at work.
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