MY TIME WITH GOD

MISSIONS—SESSION 1: WHY SHOULD | BE
CONCERNED ABOUT MISSIONS?
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We are commanded to go.

Day 1: Read Matthew 28:18-20.

« Do you think that Jesus meant for us to take this command
seriously?

« Are you daily making disciples?

» What is keeping you from answering Jesus’ call to go?

Going on a mission trip can sometimes be easier than going

to our friends with God’s love. As a teenager, however, you are
uniquely placed in a vast mission field. It can be scary, but you
don’t go alone. Jesus promised to be with you even to the very
end of the age. As you go through your life today, look for ways
that you can put this command of God into practice.

Day 2: Read Isaiah 49:1-6.

» Why does the writer say he was formed in the womb?

» What did God say He will make of His servant Israel?

» When you think about telling people about Jesus, do you only
think about people who are like you?

God has a mission for all people to know Him. Most of us,
however, have a group of friends who are like us and we stick to
that group. Missions means that we break out of that group and
see everyone as people who need God. Think about the people
that you haven't considered talking to about God. Ask God to
give you the courage to be a light to your whole world.

We are compelled by Christ’s love.

Day 3: Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-15.

» What are some of the ways that Christ has shown His love for
you?

- Are your actions different because you know that Jesus loves
you?

» How should the love of Christ compel us when it comes to
missions?

God loves you. I know if you are in church you may hear that
often, and that sometimes makes us forget how wonderful that
truth really is. God, the Creator of the universe, loves you. When
we fully get our head around that concept, we can’t help but
tell other people about Him and His amazing love. Look around
for people who need to know God loves them. Ask God for the
wisdom to know how to tell them about His love.

Day 4: Read John 3:16-18.

» Why did God send His Son into the world?

« What happens for those who believe in God’s Son?

» When you look at these verses through a missions perspective,
what do they say about our purpose in the world?

Our purpose is not to bring condemnation on others, but to
introduce them to the One who died for their sins. Sometimes
Christians can get so caught up in seeing people as “sinners”
that they condemn their actions without ever telling them
about Jesus. Spend time today thinking of your own sins that
God has forgiven and let that filter the way that you see others
today.

Day 5: Read 1 John 3:16-20.

» How do you know someone loves you by what they say or
what they do?

« What are some of the ways that we can show God’s love with
our actions and not just our words?

It is easy to say that we love everyone. It is easy to tell someone,
“God loves you.” It is much, much harder to live like we love
them because God loves them. Loving someone means that you
are willing to give up your time, your plans, your agenda so
that you can include him or her in your life. Look around today
for people who may be unloved, and think of ways that you can
love them with more than just your words.

We are God'’s representatives.

Day 6: Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21.

» What is the ministry that God has given us?
« What does it mean to be an ambassador?

» How are we ambassadors for Christ?

You are not who you were before you met God. You have been
changed from the inside out. You may look in the mirror and
think that you are just like every other teenager, but you are
not. You are called by God to represent Him to the world. Think
about your actions today. Do the majority of them point people
toward or away from God?

Day 7: Read 1 Thessalonians 2:3-12.

» Has someone ever trusted you with something? How did that
make you feel?

- Did you keep that trust or did you break it?

» What do you think it means that we are “entrusted” with the
gospel?

God has entrusted us with the gospel. He has placed His
message of love and grace in our hands. He has invited us into
His mission to change the world. What do you feel when you
hear that? Are you excited? Humbled? A little of both? You have
been entrusted with a great gift. Will you hoard that gift or will
you share it? Break out of your comfort zone today and talk to
someone about the great gift that God has given us.
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