MY TIME WITH GOD

MISSIONS—SESSION 4:
HOW CAN | SUPPORT MISSIONS?
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Give to missions.

Day 1: Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15.

« What is the attitude of giving that God is looking for?

» What did Paul say that the ministry of this service is
providing other than the needs of the saints?

God tells us to give, not because we have to or because we
should, but because, when we give, God will give back to us.
God gives back to us not necessarily in money; He gives back to
us by providing for our needs and letting His grace overflow in
our lives. When we give to missions we are not only providing
for needs, we are also helping thanksgiving spring up in the
hearts of others. Begin to take an inventory of the “stuff” that
you have around you, and evaluate what you really need, and
what you can give up so that more people can praise God.

Day 2: Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15.

» What did the church in Macedonia beg to be a part of?

- Have you ever thought of giving to missions as a privilege that
should be sought out?

- Have you ever been eager to give to missions? Did you follow
through with your giving?

Paul pointed out that the Macedonian church was enthusiastic
in their giving to help fellow Christians. He then went on to
remind the Corinthians that they also were eager to give so
they should follow through and give. It wasn't about what they
had to give, but rather their eagerness to give what they had. As
a teenager, you may not have that much that you can give, but
if you are eager to help other Christians, you can give even out
of what little you have.

Day 3: Read 2 Corinthians 8:16-25.

» Whom did Paul send to the Corinthians to arrange for the
offering?

* Why do you think that Paul selected three people instead of
just one?

As Paul wrote about collecting money, he was clear to point
out that it is a voluntary gift and not something the people

are made to do. When the people saw the needs that other
Christians were having, they were motivated to give. So what
about you? Does giving to missions excite you? Spend some
time today asking God to give you a deep desire for giving. If
you do and you respond to those desires, you will find that God
will give back to you more than you ever give away.

Day 4: Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-5.
» What did Paul brag about to the Macedonians?
* Why did Paul send people ahead to Corinth?

For the past four days, you have been reading about Paul’s
reminder to the Corinthians about their pledge for support.
Over and over again we read that the attitude of the giving is
more important than the gift. As you walk through your day
today, look for God-given opportunities to give.

Day 5: Read Philippians 4:10-20.

» What did Paul say is the secret of being content?

» What did Paul call the gift that he received from the
Philippians through Epaphroditus?

« Do you believe that God has enough “riches” to supply your
every need?

Paul received a gift from the Philippians that was producing
fruit and that fruit was because of how those people gave.
When you give to missions, you are helping other Christians
produce fruit. You are a part of the good work that is happening
because you are willing to give. If you give, you can be a part of
someone hearing the gospel for the very first time. If you give,
you can be a part of someone hearing for the first time that God
can supply all their needs. If you give.. ..

Pray for missionaries and their work.

Day 6: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5.

» Why do you think someone like Paul was asking for other
people to pray for him?

« Do you think that prayers for missionaries really “work?”

When you think about the Bible, Paul is someone who seems
to be a giant of the faith, and yet time and time again he asked
people to pray for him. No one can share the gospel without
God’s help. On top of that, people who are telling others about
Jesus often end up facing opposition and getting discouraged.
In some unexplainable way, God invites you to help these
people by asking Him to help them. Check out the “Ignition”
sheet for this week and try one of the prayer ideas there.

Day 7: Read Ephesians 6:18-20

« Why do you think Paul encouraged the people to persevere in
prayer?

» What was his request in this passage?

« Is Paul’s prayer something you want in your own life?

Sometimes, when we don’t seem to get any answers, it is easy
to just forget about praying. Paul encouraged the Ephesians

to persevere in prayer because he knew that sometimes it is
hard to pray. But our prayers matter, so it is important that we
continue to pray for missionaries. Pray that God will give each
missionary boldness to proclaim the gospel. While you are at it,
pray that same prayer for yourself right now.
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