PARENT NEWSLETTER

Missions

The home is the center for biblical guidance. This newsletter
is for you, the parent, to discuss with your teenager the biblical
truths and principles discovered in their small group Bible study.
The class that your teenager is a part of uses a Bible study
curriculum called Fuel Ignited: Living Your Faith. These
studies will help teenagers live out their faith through their

Why Missions Is Important

Many of today’s teenagers have a drive to make a
difference in the world and be a part of a cause that is
bigger than themselves. Missions projects can be one
way that students can find an outlet for their desire to
contribute. But what are their true motives? Are they

in it to feel good about themselves or because they are
responding humbly to God’s call to share the gospel in
their own neighborhoods and throughout the world?
During these studies, your student will explore why
and how he or she can be involved in missions, whether
they go to the other side of the world or stay in their own
home.

Key Points from Their Bible Study

« We are both commanded and compelled by the love of
Christ to reach out to others with the gospel of Christ
(Matt. 28:18-20; 2 Cor. 5:14-21).

Life Question: Why should I be concerned about
missions?

* You can do missions right where you are by joining
the work of others and serving those you encounter
(Ecc. 4:9-12; 1 Cor. 9:19-23; Phil. 1:3-6).

Life Question: How can I be involved locally with
missions?

« There are opportunities to share Christ with
internationals both at home and abroad (Lev. 19:33-34;
Acts 1:8; Rom. 10:14-15).

Life Question: How can I be involved in missions in other

countries?

« You can support mission work financially and through
your prayers (2 Cor. 9:6-15; 2 Thess. 3:1-5).

Life Question: How can I support missions?

relationships and influence. This newsletter hits the key points in
the current Fuel Ignited study. Use this to engage your teenager
in discussion. This can take place during a designated time the
two of you have set aside, or it can take place as you grab those
teachable moments as you travel in the car together.

Discussion Starters

« Find some stories about missionaries, such as those in
Lives Given, Not Taken by Erich Bridges and Jerry Rankin
(International Mission Board, 2005). Discuss one or
two with your student. Ask: What was this person’s
motivation? Do you think that if they had known what
was going to happen to them they would have behaved
any differently?

Check with your church or local association to find
missions projects that your whole family could do
together. Create a list and discuss with your family
which project they might like to do. Commit together to
participate.

If your church is planning a missions trip overseas,
discuss with your family what sacrifices you can make
to allow one or more members of your family to be
involved. (If your church is not planning such a trip, you
can find opportunities at www.imb.org.) Decide what
steps you would need to take to prepare for the trip.

Find prayer requests at www.namb.net and www.imb.org.
Select a few that you can share with your student.

Ask: Does prayer make a difference in the lives of the
missionaries and other workers? Does it make it easier
to pray if you know the specific needs? Discuss ways
that your family can support missions financially.
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